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By day, the mottled plumage of a Great Horned Owl 
helps it blend into its surroundings. By night, its very 
soft feathers allow it to fly nearly silently as it hunts 
for prey. The edges of its wing feathers have comb-like 
structures that reduce the sounds of air passing over
the wing.

Although the two tufts on its head resemble ears, the 
tufts are only feathers. An owl’s ears are lower down 
on the sides of its head, covered in feathers. The disc-
like shape of its face directs sound waves to its ears for 
the acute hearing it needs to hunt at night.

Great Horned Owl
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Please enjoy this coloring page excerpted from 
Birds of Paradise: A Coloring Expedition coloring 
book from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 
published by Princeton University Press.

America’s Favorite Birds is a very special coloring 
book, featuring 40 beautiful birds in their natural 
habitat settings with native flora, designed and 
vetted with ornithologists at the Cornell Lab to 
ensure scientific accuracy. Our selection of species 
involved our community of birders across North 
America and more than 250,000 votes cast by 
Cornell Lab Facebook fans!

If you would like to purchase your own copy of 
America’s Favorite Birds: A Coloring Expedition, 
we invite you to visit www.CornellLabPG.com 
and use promo code  CLPG2020 to SAVE 25% 
on this and other Cornell Lab coloring books, 
puzzles, field guides, playing cards, children’s 
books, and more when you spend a minimum of 
$40. Offer valid through 12/31/20.
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